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jomas Lant, E GA John 2 Ee | 
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William Vincent, E;, Richard Haws, Gent, 
Ceorge Ballard, Eſa, Joſeph Heaton, Gent. 
Richard Clifton, Eſq; © ) Thomas Engier, jun. Gent, 
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Pe D E DIC T K 9 N. Nn 
But give we leave to lupe that the Nr. 
mon it ſelf, now coming from the Preſ,, 
may be receiv'd with the ſame Candour, þ, 
Jou at lea, as it was from the Pulpit. 
An Aſtæe Preacher comes before the 
Jury in the Nature of a Criminal, why 
when they call upon Him to print, db, a; 
it were, find a Bill againſt Him, and pu 
Him upon his Defence; for the Preſs is 
no more than the Bar of the Publick, and 
whoever comes there, muſt expect a ſevere 
and critical Examination. 
The following Diſcourſe is now upon it 
Tryal, and muſt take its Fate, as others 
bave done before it. Whatever it be, whether 
it meet with a heavy Cenſure, or none, (ſor 
the World is too Judicious to give ut Appt: 
bation) the Author is ſure to hape this 
Comfort, That as his Enemies in cenſutmg 
can do it no Injuſtice, ſo He in printing ba 
done his Duty to his Friends, and thetejw# 
 bopes be may have the favour to be thought, 
: G E N TLEME Ng BED | "IP Na 
Jour moſt oblig d. 
| and moſt obedient Servant, 
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Clapham, April, NA 
* 2 1721. | Thomas Stamper. 
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y _ 1Samver VIE 16. 
e And he went from Year to Tear in 


Circuit to Bethel, and Gilgal, 
„and Mrzpeh, and judged Iſrael 


in all thoſe Places. 

is obvious to all who 
are converſant in the Bi- 
8 e, that a better Syſte n 
1 of Morality has never 
1 been, or will be given to 
5 My ö the World 3 ſo true is that 
aich St. James affirms of the Goſpel, 
hat it is a perfect Lam: Wou'd to 
God we mightilive to ſee! its Perfection, 
: by conforming our = ords and Actions 
£7. 9 20 


[2] "I 
to it, and that every Man walking by 
the Rule. of Religion, we might all lad 


- pearcabie Eggs in Op 
42 the Caſe at Preſent i is very Ai 
| gent: For Peace is as great a Stranger 
among Chriſtians, as among the mot 
rude and barbarous People, and th: 

Quiet we enjoy ſeems more to proceed 
from a ſervile Dread of Human Autho- 
rity, than from the generous Influence 
of Divine Command. For tho it may 
be hoped, ſome are ſo wiſe, as with 
Holy David, to have a Reſpedd, i in what- 
ſoever they do, to God's Commandments, 
yet 1t 15 to be feared, the wicked and 
far greater Part of Mankind, Haye no 
other Rule and Meaſure of Actiui but 
their Luſts and Paſſions; and nth! 

more certain, = that the! 
the few is much-abus'd by th the Ungot- 
lineſs of the many. For to appeal no 
further, even this Solemnity, numerous I * 
as it is, may be ſaid to conſiſt of thoſe I 

who come to have Wrongs redreſt; or I be 
are brought to ſutter for doing wrong. |; 
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Ni It is well then there are Goals and 
2d Cibbets too for Theives and Murther- 
ers; but Oh how: much better woud 
tit be, they would work with their Hands 
e Wl the I hing that is good, and do violence to 
r % Man! | It is well there are Fines and 
4 W Confinements alſo for Cheats and Im- 
1: Wl poſtors, but Oh how much better would 
dit be, they would be true and juſt in 
o- al their Dealings, that none go beyond or 
re fraud his Bnother in any Matter! It is 
y well Actions are laid, and Damages 
h given for defamatory Scandals, but Oh 
t- W how much better would it be, that all 
s, Wl Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, and 
d Clamour, and evi! | Speaking, were: put 
0 away from us, with all Malice! 
ut To hope for ſuch a bleſſed Scene of 
is Wl Affairs, when all Men ſhould in all 
of MW {hings conform to their Duty, and 
d- make the Will of God the Standard of 


0 f thetr own, may juſtly be thought a 
us WU Vain Preſumption, but ſurely it is not 
ſe il 2 Paradox to afhrm, That if. it had ö 
ar been thus in the Days of old, or were 
so in our Times, the World had been 
22 


el ." 


much more happy than it 1997 Coutts 


of Juſtice, and Engines of Terror, 


had then been ſuperſeded. ' We now 
had not met our Judges in Viſitation, 
whom yet with Pleafure we meet, not 


had Samuel found Cauſe to viſit Long 


as we read in the Texkxt. 
He went ſrom Tear to Tear in ane 
to Bethel, and Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and 


judged Iſrael in all thoſe Places. From 


which Words we may draw ſome natu- 
4 Obſervations. ht; 5 Ae! 
0e 

Biſt, That the: Adminiſtration of 

Juſtice is neceſſary in all Countries for 

the ſame Reaſons _ Samuel * 


4 


8 — ly, That it | ſhould * das 
fired with as much Diſpatch as poſhble, 


He therefore ole Tk Tear: 10 . in 
Grcuit. Ars 


Third, With all Gene wits 


Subject, He 2 10 Pete, nd Gilgal, 


and Mizpeh. — 5 1 fl 0 
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In all which Particulars: I ſhall have 
ſome reſpect to our own A 


And, 4 | | | = 8 


| Laſtly, Conclude with. 2 bagger 
Application. aud eh 


Jo begin with the El The Adwi: 
nitration of Juſtice is neceſſary in all 
Countries for: the n Reaſons that 
ner 0 K rw Grey od . 


We no ſooner ihad: of a FI cxans 
than we read of his Fall; for of Three 
Precepts only given to» Adam, ( no lefs 
to their Shame than our — be it 
ſpoken) One was broken by Him and 


his Wife, who, as they became Crimi- 


nals, ſuffer'd for their Crime; ſo that 
Paradiſe was not only a Garden .of 
Pleaſure, but a Seat of Juſtice. Goo 
himſelf adminiſtred to Them, and as 
He pronounced the Sentence of Death 
upon the Offenders, ſo in conſequence 
of their Offence, He drove them out 
* their native Habitation, p 

After 


191 
After the Flood, the World being, 
as it were, created a new, GO D was 
pleas d to give a new Syſtem of Laws, 
and, (as the Authors of ancient Hiſtory 
have inform d us ) Seven Precepts were 


deliver'd to Noab ; but whether that 
Number had any reſpect to the Seven 
Perſons who were with him in the _ 
may deſervedly be queſtion d. 

As Men were afterwards multiple 
in the Earth, it was found convenient 
to multiply Laws; and the Number of 
Precepts given to Abrabam Cif any 
Faith may be given to Tradition) 
amounted: to Ten; and in that Deca- 
logue, the rſt and om n was 
umciſion 
Tbeſe, as the Jewiſh Rabbins nave 
affirm'd, were, in the Time of, 
increas 4 to Six Hundred and Thirteen? ; 
but whether the Addition of ſo many 


Laus may be thought an Hondut to 


that Inſtitution, or rather a Proof of 
that Peoples Corruption, I auen þ len 
tothe Criticks to dertraine-. 2 15500 


8 n 
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It is certain however, that as Laus 
were promulg'd, a Power was lodg'd in 
the Promulgators to puniſh all that; 
ſhould tranſgreſs them ; they were 
not given as Matters of Form, or uſe- 
leſs Speculation, but as Rules and Mea- 
ſures for the Conduct of Life, in the 
Obſervation of which, Men were ſure 
o meet with Pleaſure and Praiſe, in 
the Violation of which, they were 
taught to expect Diſgrace and Puniſh- 
ment. For, tho' it be allow'd that the 
penal Sanction of a Law is not of the 
Nature and Eſſence of that Law, yet 
it cannot be denied, that whenever 
Yatutes ha ve been given to a Nation by 
Men, or by Go p, a Penalty has been 
annex'd to them, and — veſted 
in proper Perſons to put that Penalty 
in Execution. 

Thus it has been, — it 0 
be in all Times and Places; for how 
can it be thought, that in a corrupt 
World any Law ſhould be obſerv'd that 
5 not Penal, or indeed any that is, if 
not duly executed. There muſt E 
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[8] 


fore be had | ſome Recourſe to Juſtice, 


to puniſh and filence evil Doers, to 
ife and reward them that do well, 
and to determine the Limits of Right 


and Wrong; for Laws will be broken 
be they never ſo good, either from the 
Ignorance or Vices of Mankind. 
For tho Man, when compar'd with 
inferior Beings, who know not their 
Creator, nor the End of their Creation, 
be indeed a wiſe and underſtanding 
Creature ; yet St. Paul tells us, Human 
Knowledge is but partial, and we muſt 
all be content with Holy David in 
many Things, to be fooliſb and ignorant, 
even as it were a Beaſt. And as all have 
not the ſame Capacities, nor the ſame 
Opportunities of improving thoſe they 
have, it will unavoidably happen, that 
many Men's Actions will be faulty and 
irregular for want of ſufficient Senſe and 


Judgment to direct them right. Ihe 


wiſeſt and beſt will be ſometimes at a 
Loſs, for Nature, the moſt inimitable 
Artiſt, has drawn the Lines between 


Virtue and Vice exquiſitely fine; Men 
10: | gre 
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ire therefore led into Errors unawares, 
and for want of Knowledge as well as . 
Grace, betray'd into vile and wicked 
Actions; ſo that, thro' Ignorance as 
well as Corruption, we may {ay with 
St. Paul, what we wou'd not, that we do, 
But if human Knowledge were, yet 
more perfect, ſo as to make à true 
judgment of Things, ſuch is the Force 
and Byaſs of Nature, ſuch the Art and 
Cunning of the Devil, we ſhould all be 
guilty of many and great Sins; Vice 
will prevail over Judgment and Grace, 
and as we have copied our Forefathers 
Faults, ſo all Poſterity will imitat 

Ours; for it is 8 to be good 
and innocent. It has been obſerved of 
other Creatures, they all obey the 
Laws of their Creation, the Beaſts of 
the Field, and the Fowls of the Air, 
lire up to the Rules which Go p 
has ſet them; Fire and Hail, Snow 
and Yapours, Wind and Storm, fulfil 
bs Word. But Man, Man the only 
Creature able to diſtinguiſh Good 
from Evil, the only Creature endued 

| E : __- 


1 
with Freedom of Will, and Liberty of 
Action, the only Creature liable to ac- 
count for his Behaviour ; is the only 
perverfe diſobedient Creature. No- 
thing has been ſufficient to keep him to 
his Duty, but tho' even the wild and 
ſavage Beaſts are tam'd by Diſcipline, 
tho' the Horſe and Mule which have w 
Underſtanding are kept to good Order, 
neither Frowns or Favours, Threats or 
Promifes, have ſubdu'd the maſterleſs 
Will of Man. 3 an zan 
How then fhould Peace and Order 
be preſerv'd, but by the Power and 
Virtue of good Laws, and the Care of 
good Men to ſee thoſe Laws duly ex- 
ecuted? Wy eee 
This was the happy Caſe of the old 
Iſraelites; they had excellent Laws of 
God's Appointment, and them admi- 
nifter'd by excellent Men. . 
And (give me leave to congratulate 
our ſelves and fellow Subjects) this is the 
happy Caſe of our 1frael ; we too have 
Laws, tho' of human Appointment, pru- 
dently fram'd, and we have our Sam: 
| diſpenſing 


P 11.1 
diſpenſing thoſe Laws in a prudent Me- 
thod. What wonder if other Nations 
complain of their Laws, which are 
built upon abſolute arbitrary Power ? 
for Statutes will be ſuch as the Temper 
of their Makers; weak Men will 
make filly Laws ; raſh Men dangerous; 
Tyrants cruel ones; wiſe and good 
Men only will make neceſſary and juſt 
Laws. But it is the peculiar Happi- 
nels of Britons, that our Statute Books 
are not to be made or alter d as the 
Caprice or Humour of a Prince ſhall. 
direct; the Wiſdom of the People gives 
of Wl * Form and Shape to every Law, and 
the Authority of the Prince 1s only con- 
eern'd to give em Life and Exiſtence. 
d And if we confider the great Qualifica- 
of MI tons required by Law in thoſe who 
Uſpenſe the Laws to us, with what 
Experience. and Abilities they aſcend 
te the Seat of Judgment, we have Rea- 
he bn to think our ſelves no leſs. happy 
ein the Adminiſtrators, than in the Laws 
u. which they adminiſter Juſtice ; ſo 
chat upon the whole, it may be afficm'd, 
14 i . - ta 


. 12 ] j 

to our Honour and Comfort, That ns 

Nation under Heaven bath Statutes - and 
Judges like this People. 2 kia 


I come therefore to the Second Oh. 
ſervation from the Text, That Juſtice 
ſhonld be adminifter'd with as much 

| N as poſſible, He went from Tear 
to Tear in Cirtuit, 


Human Affairs are of ſuch a Nature 
they will not admit of long 'Delays, 
and tho a Miſcarriage will ſometimes 
happen from great Precipitation, moſt 
Things require a reaſonable Diſpatch ; 
that alone is a Check to the Uncertainty 
of Things, for a loſt Opportunity 1s 
hardly to be regain'd, and, as Cicero 
affirms, tis the Part of a weak Man to 
ſay, Who cou have thought it? 

If then in private Matters Diſpatch 
be fo uſeful, how much more in Thing 
of a publick Nature, above all, how 

neceſſary in the Adminiſtration of legal 
Juſtice ? for the Benefit of good- Laws 
is in a great Meaſure loft when they my 


, WB Va. - 9. 


Nothing gives more Encouragement to 


knows not that God is a terrible 


[13] 


not executed with convenient Speed. 


Offenders, than that the Day of Puniſh- 
ment is a great way off. The Paſſions 
of Men are but little affected by Things 
at a Diſtance ; as the Object ſtands, ſo 
it makes the Impreſſion, and appears 
to the Mind as well as the Eye more 
lovely or dreadful according to its 
near or diſtant Poſition. This may be 
prov'd by the Conduct of Men; who 


Judge, yet how many act as tho' they 
knew it not, becauſe they hope, by a 
timely Reformation, to avoid his Judg- 
ment ? Thus his Forbearance and Long- 
ſuffering, great Inducements to Virtue, 
are made the Supports of Vice and Im- 
penitence ; for the Wiſe Man obſerves, 
becauſe Judgment againſt an evil Work 3s 
not executed ſpeedily, therefore the Heart 
of the Sons of Men is fully ſet in them 
to do Evil. And if it be fo with re- 
ſpect to Go'D, whoſe Judgments are 
moſt inevitable and ſevere, how much 
more will it prevail in regard to Human 
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TR 
Laws, where the Puniſhment is more 
eaſy, and much more uncertain ? 
There is however this Difference 
between Human Proceedings and Dj. 
vine, that Go p is not bound to call 
Sinners to an Account at the Commiſſion 
of their Crimes, whilſt earthly Powers 
can hardly puniſh Criminals with too 
much Expedition. They have double 
Cauſe to put their Laws in preſent 
Force, to praiſe the good Subject, and. M- 
puniſh the bad, becauſe tis the only | 
Means of ſupporting their Authority, 
and becauſe their Authority is confin d | 
to this Life. But as Go p has the 
Power over both Worlds, that which 
now 18, and that which is to come, he may 
ſafely defer the Execution of his Judg- 
ments, till he has try'd the Effects of 
his Mercy and Goodneſs, This Princes 
cannot do; for humanly ſpeaking, there 
is no way left to civilize the World, 
and ftop the Torrent of Vice and Im- 
morality, but to bring wicked Men to 
ſpeedy Juſtice, by which, if poſſible, 
' they may be reform'd, and others 1000 
* | 3 
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iſßd by their Example may be the more 
afraid to offend. If then David ſentenc'd 
the Amalekite, who confeft himſelf the 
Inſtrument of Saul's Death, to immedi- 
ate Execution, let it not be thought an 
Act of Cruelty, but of Diſcretion, 
ſomewhat ſevere with reſpect to the 
Perſon, but highly neceſſary for a pub- 


lick Example. 
The ſame Argument holds for the 


Diſpatch of Juttice, as well in civil as 


crimif} Caſes ; for he that is kept 
from his Right and Property by the 
Delays of a Court, is, for the Pime, as 
much injur'd as if there was none. In 
many ſuch Cafes, it *is a leſs Hardſhip 
to recede from ones own, than to de- 
tend it, and a Point of Wiſdom, as well 
as Duty, to part with 4 Coat, rather 
than at the Expence of Time and 
Trouble to recover the Cloak, + 
Io prevent the Miſchiefs of ſuch in- 
jurious Delays, Samuel undertook his 


annual Viſitation, He went from Tear to 


Tear in Circuit; And what more could 
be expected from one who had the ſole 
: 5 Admi- F 


=» 
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Adminiſtration of Affairs, and that over : 


4 great and mighty People 4 
If we Britons ha ve more Diſpenſer 
of Juſtice, and more frequent Returns 


of it, we have reaſon to boaſt a more 


bappy Conſtitution ; no Body fears tit 
Preſence of a Judge, but he that carries 
an Accuſer within himſelf. - Parents 
muſt inſtill the Principles of Religion 


into their Children with Induſtry 12 
Care; and Preachers may declaim 


againſt Vice and Vanity wild Ele. 
quence and Authority; but ſtill it wil 
be oweing to this Diſpenſation of out 
Laws, that every Man's ne; is not 
confounded, and that, as the Apoſtle 
complains of the Galatians, We do wi 
Bite arid devour one another, Every Man 
therefore that loves his Country 0 its 
Conſtitution, may wiſh in a double 

Senfe, Currat Lex, may the Law have 
its Courſe, and that Courſe be taken 
with as much Expedition as the Nature 
of Things and the Neeeſſities of Go 


vernment will admit. | 
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One great Advantage that belongs to 
the ſtrict Execution of Juſtice, 18 to 
have it at hand, not to be ſought for 
at great Expence, or meh Fatigue; 
whenever it is attended wilt theſe Biff 
culties, it becomes ſo much xlie leſs 
Uſeful, and upon ſome Accounts, a 
Bürden, rather than a Relief; for lit 
tle Injuries muſt then be born! with I. 
tience, when the Redreſs of them i 
attended with greater. Few will apply 
to a Court — l ultice, e 
Si ifferers 4 1 5 who won 7 lay at a 
Game, where he is ſure to le © ic 
with Fortune on his Side? It may pets 
haps be thought the Facility ef having 
Eauſes determin'd, may be 4 Means to 
multiply Cauſes, make Men more iti 
gious than otherwiſe they would be, 
And more unwilling to make up Diffe- 
ences. If it beſo in Fact, it muſt be 
ſo without Remedy; and this little In 
convenience of having Juſtice withieaſe, N 10 
muſt ever be prefer d to the many more ¶ bu 
and much greater Inconveniences of ha I A 
N. 1 h | ving 
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ving none. For hat cou d ſup 
_—_—_ and Inhun mare 55 — 
el Men, when they — hn 
of Evil more:ealy to pms 

the Proſecution 05 it to others? e 
wou'd then boaſt of a Security in 
and act as much without Mercy — — 
zainſt Law,; nay, it is to: be fear d all 
muſt be wicked i in their own Defence, 
and ſo a State of Nature, that is, of 
Confuſion, would neceſſarily enſue, and 
becauſe ho Sword of Juſtice could not 
be had, as it once fell out with the Sons 
of Madian, every Man's, Sword 7 be 
gainſt his Fellow. 

If therefore Samuel dwelt at Ranab 
and daily adminiſtred Juſtice to the 
people; for the Context tells us, there 
was his Houſe, and there he judged 
Iſrael : yet he found it expedient. to 
make a yearly Progreſs, and diſpenſe - 
Equity in other Parts of his Dominion, 
not for his private Pleaſure or Curiolity, 
but for the Eaſe and C regie of 
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100 have our Wrongs redreſsꝰd not 10 

2 15 but thus convetitently, ey 
* *MV rs? Were it not ſo 6rlldi 01 
wete our A Un of Juſtice, like the 

2 [wiſh Feaſts, to be held only in bur 
tro wy Ti uftice would be almoſt 
eftbtifh'd aw, the longeſt Arm 
would be his Meafare of Right, and 
the” Pr, Who' are chiefly- fubſect to 
e would have dhe leaſt or 


ug Opportunities of Redreſs ; but the 
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yernors, and Peace among Men, it is in» 
eumbent upon all ſo to order their Lives 
and Converſations, as becomes Human 
Laws, and the Goſpel of Chriſt. I 
thou do Evil, ſays the Apoſtle, ie afraid, 
but rather ſo be afraid, as to do none. 
Tis the Part of every Man, and bodies 
of Men, to bring Offenders to Juſtice 3 
who then ſhall preſume upon Impunit 
and when he is conſcious of Gullt, ſay 
with the Scoffer, There Hall no harm 
bappen unto me? If | Juſtice: be blind, 
yet ſtill ſhe: has Wings, and ſooner or 
later, will overtake the Criminal; let 
not that Man think he ſhall receive 
any thing of the Lord, but] | 
without Mercy, who does Evil in ſuch 
a Manner as to eſcape; human - 
ment. The only way to avoid the 
Sword of Juſtice, is to weigh all our 
Actions in her Scales: If they are thus 
balanced, they will ſtand the Teſt of 
the ſevereſt Tryal. And when we do 
well, if we receive no Praiſe from the 


ta 


wo gain Applauſe from an inward Judge 
and at length a Reward from a Nit. 


teous Goo. 


ut Secondly, and Laftly, Since Juſtice 


is Adminiſtred in this our Kingdom in 
ſuch an excellent Method, we have 


nefs- known even to our ſelves, as it 
dnadmired and envy'd by other Na. 
tions l Jethro, tho' a Heathen, rejoyc'd 

for all the Goodneſs Gop had done to 
Hfracl, How much more ſhall we re 
Pyce. who have a purer Religion, and 
better Laws? Let us ſet a juſt Value 


ſuffer not thoſe Enemies to triumph 
ver us, who can do it no otherwile, 
than at the Expence of our Religion 
and Liberties. Awake and ftand up in 
defence of your Faith, a/ ye. that are 


Avae bearted; make Atheiſts and Ro- 


maniſts khow aſſuredly, That we will 
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reaſon to love and ſupport that Con- 
Kitution by which it ſubſiſts. Happy, 
thrice happy Britons ; were our Happi- 


upon theſe uncommon Bleſſings, and 


Tx 


erve the Lord, for He is our Gow, 
and that we will do it after the Manger 
of our Fathers. Thus Shame and Con- 
fuſion ſhall be to all thoſe who have 
evil Will at our Zion; but to ſuch as 
delight in our Selvetion, who labour for 
the Good, and pray for the Peace of aur 
Jeruſalem, hall Love, and Foy, and Peace \ 
be 1 through Jefus Chriſt our 
Lor 
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